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Introduction

This is the 5th season of paper 1, WAA01. Which means the centres and students are familiar with
the topics as well as testing types.

The paper was set to cover all areas of the specification. The paper consists of 8 questions in 3
sections; reading, grammar and writing. All 8 questions are compulsory, and most candidates
attempted all questions, including Q8, with widely varying outcomes.

The passages sought to encompass topics of current interest from a variety of authentic Arabic
sources. The time allocated is enough for average candidates who studied the areas stated in the
specification. The paper was comparable to previous years. Generally, most candidates coped well.

Section A; Reading:

Passage 1; question 1 reading where candidates were asked to select 5 correct parts out of the 8 to
complete the sentences. Each part is worth one mark. The passage (العقل صحة على الحفاظ) is from the
health topic. The candidates did well in this question.

Passage 2;(الحرة والأعمال الجامعيون)is current and covers the topic of education and work issues.
Question 2 which is based on this passage is a multiple-choice question which carries 5 marks, one
mark for each part.

Passage 3; (المعطرة الشموع فوائد) is health and wellbeing. This is a filling exercise where candidates are
given 20 words in the box to choose 10 to fill the gaps correctly. This question carries 10 marks.

Passage 4, (سحاب ناطحات مدينة شبام). The topic is the world around us/ the Arab world. This passage is
more complex, and it is meant to stretch more able candidates and differentiate between them. It
is used for question 4, reading comprehension and question 5, grammar.

Section B; Grammar:

Question 5; this is a grammar question and is connected to passage 4. In this question, candidates
need to manipulate grammatical structures in Arabic by manipulating sentences that appear in a
previous exercise and reforming the sentence around a given word.

Passage 5, question 6; (الراي موسيقى) is from the topic of youth culture. The question is mainly testing
grammar. The passage was used for vocalization. The purpose was to use enough language
structures to test candidates’ knowledge of grammar as well as pronunciation.

Passage 6, question 7 is also current with familiar vocabulary used in daily life. The topic is mixed.
Candidates need to demonstrate their knowledge of grammatical structures in Arabic by selecting
the most appropriate word form to fit the gap.

Section C; Continuous writing:

Passage 7, is a short one, used as a stimulus for question 8, which is a continuous writing. It is
about suggesting a project to help poor people. It is meant to provoke thought and ideas and help
candidates to write the essay covering the bullet points given in the question.
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Question 3 

Many candidates responded positively to this question with few mistakes especially for Q3e (بدل نشر 
Most candidates managed to answer this question well. Still we find that some candidates .(تحسين
do not know that the word they use to fill the gap should make sense in the context of the whole
text.

This candidate understood the general meaning of the
passage which allowed them to choose the correct words
to fill the gaps. They gave an excellent answer with clear
good handwriting and scored a full mark.
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First read all the words in the box, then read the text to
identify what sort of word should be used. For example
here the gap requires a verb, look at the words given and
find the verbs, then decide which one should be used. Do
the same with other gaps.

No word should be used twice.
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Question 4 

For this question, candidates showed different abilities in finding the correct answers in the text.
Most of the candidates did not answer part C of question 4 correctly, it seems that they found it
challenging. Their answers were very far from the model answers given in the mark scheme. It was
very rare that a candidate was able to answer this part correctly. Most candidates answered most
or all of question 4, very few candidates didn't answer or gave wrong answers for all parts. We
noticed that Q4a was more accessible for the majority.
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This is a very good response. The candidate has answered
all questions correctly and given the exact answer for each
question. Though no full sentences were written, the
meaning was clear.This response got the full mark.
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Read the text carefully to understand it, then read all the
questions.

Read the rubric well.

Notice that no answer would be used twice, if you do that
one must be wrong.

When asked for opinion, you should justify it; give reason
for your opinion.
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This is a very good response. The candidate answered all
questions correctly, gave the exact answer for each
question. Though no full sentences were written but it
gave the meaning. This response got the full mark
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Read the text carefully, understand it then read all the
questions.

Read the rubric well.

Notice that no answer would be used twice, if you do that
one must be wrong.

When asked for opinion, you should justify it; give reason
for your opinion.
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Question 5 

Candidates had to use the word given between brackets to re-write the sentence in a correct
grammatical form without changing the meaning of the sentence. This was the most challenging
question which unfortunately revealed that many candidates, if not most, had problems with
grammar and how to re-word the sentence without losing its original meaning.

In 5a, candidates who got this question wrong did not make a sentence in the correct grammatical
form even though they may have used the required word.

In 5e, most candidates did not use the word (شيء) correctly in the sentence.

In 5f, many candidates were not able to write this sentence correctly.

In 5g, the word (استمرار) was often used incorrectly by many candidates.

In 5i, many candidates many mistakes in this sentence foe example, using the preposition(ِب) or
making a grammatical mistake when using the word (اليمنيون) which they were not supposed to used
it in the sentence. Marks would be given if they used the word (اليمنيون) grammatically correct.
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This is an excellent response. This candidate has an
excellent knowledge of the language and grammar. They
have managed to use the words given, manipulate all the
sentences correctly and maintain the meaning. They
scored a well-deserved full mark.

Read the sentence first to get the meaning.

Read the word given and think of how to use it without
changing the meaning.

Check both the grammar and the meaning.
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Question 6 

This is a vocalization question. We noticed that candidates performed better this year. Generally,
most candidates achieved 50% or above of the marks for this question. Many did excellently in this
question. This question seems to be understood by most of them. However, candidates need to be
advised on how to put the “haraka” on the right place on the letter and not to forget to vocalise the
“alif” too. Few candidates tended to vocalise the last letter in the word and get it right which
suggests that they are capable of vocalising positively the other letters. Some candidates appeared
to get one or two marks by trial and error.
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This is an excellent example. This candidate has a good
command of the Arabic grammar, knows how to apply the
vowels correctly on all letters. A full mark is awarded.

Read the text with your lips to get the correct
pronunciation as that will help you to decide which vowel
you should put.

Consider the grammatical status of the word.
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Question 8 

Most candidate’s response to the question related to helping poor people very well. They showed
good information about setting up a project, its funding and showed a good awareness about the
benefits of this project for both people and the society.Majority of students didn’t address the last
bullet point fully (success and continuity of the project). Most who addressed it stated 1 or 2 points
only for both success and continuity. Very few responses were irrelevant.

As for language quality, it was good overall. Some of them used a wide range of vocabulary and
showed good control of the language.

18     IAL Arabic WAA01 01



IAL Arabic WAA01 01     19



20     IAL Arabic WAA01 01



IAL Arabic WAA01 01     21



This is an example of when candidates do not read the
question well and end up giving a response which is
irrelevant, missing the key points and losing marks.

Read the title and the stimulus first. this will give you an
idea about what to discus.

Read the question and make sure you understand it fully.

Read all the points and make sure you covered them all.

Never start an answer before you make sure what is
needed.
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This is a very good example. This candidate give a full answer in response to the question, covering
all points. They also have a very good structured essay with a good introduction and well organised
which makes it easy to read and follow.

The language quality is also excellent. This response score 29/30.
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Read the title and the stimulus first.

Read the question and understand it fully.

Read all the points and make sure you covered them all.

It is good to start with an introduction.

Check your answer; points, language and structure.
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Paper Summary

There were excellent performances this year at the upper end. This shows that teachers are getting
more familiar with exam requirements and students practised on past papers as they have more of
them now. Language quality seemed to be improving overall this year. We still have some
candidates who made mistakes at the basic level and should not be doing As level.

In general Centres are advised to make sure that they work on improving candidates
understanding of Arabic grammar and application of language.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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